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9 custom behavior for the field, the custom behavior indicating user-defined operations 

10 associated with tlae field. 

1 ^ - \ ^^^^ structure of claim 2 wherein the form header includes: 

2 a primary key for retrieving the form header and wherein the primary key 

3 designates a location ofme form header; 

4 form flags Yor specifying the window appearance; 

5 form coordinates for specifying the position and size of the window; and 

6 a character strmg for use as a form title. 

1 4. The data\ structure of claim 2 wherein the description of the field 

2 includes: \ 

3 a primary key for reVieving the description, the primary key designating a 

4 location of the description; \ 

5 a secondary key--^eiL providing an alternative means for retrieving the 

6 description, the secondar>j;^y desighatmgjajocation of a unique identifier for the field; 

7 a field type; \ 

8 attributes of the fi^ld;^-^ \ 

9 coordinates of the field; and \ 
10 font characteristics of the field. \ 

1 5. The data structure of claim )2 wherein the form control procedure 

2 includes: \ 

3 a primary key for retrieving the form Vontrol procedure, the primary key 

4 designating a location of the form control procedure; and \ 

5 a computer code that implements the custon^behavior of the field. 

1 6. The data structure of claim 2 wherein the form control procedure 

2 retums an indication as to whether standard behavior for the fierd is to be performed. 
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^'^y^ ^ ^ ' ^^thod in a computer system for inputting data using a custom 

2 form, the computer system having a plurality of field types, each field type having a standard 

3 behavior, the method comprising: 

4 providing a^escription of each field to be displayed on the custom form, the 

5 description indicating characteristics of the field for use in displaying the field and in utilizing 

6 the field to obtain data; 

7 providing a forrA control procedure for the custom form, the form control 

8 procedure for receiving data directed to a field of the form and an indication of the field to 

9 which the data is directed; 

10 displaying the custoAj form on a display device in accordance with the 

1 1 provided description of each field; 

12 receiving data directed to\a field of the displayed custom form; 
^ 13 invoking the provided fornj control procedure and passing to the form control 

14 procedure the received data and an indication of the field to which the data is directed; and 

15 under control of the invoked^ form control procedure, performing a custom 

16 behavior for the field to which the data is directed. 

1 8. The method of claim 7 wherein the custom behavior modifies the 

2 display of a field other than the field to which the cmta is directed. 

1 9. The method of claim 7 including: 

2 re-invoking the provided form control procedure and passing to the provided 

3 form control procedure an indication of the field to whicmthe data is directed; and 

4 under control of the re-invoked form con\fol procedure, performing further 

5 custom behavior for the field to which the data is directed. 

1 10. The method of claim 7 wherein the displaying of the custom form 

2 further includes 

3 for each field of the form. 
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4 in^king the form control procedure and passing to the form control 

5 procedure an indication of the field which identifies the field; and 

6 under control of the form control procedure, displaying the indicated 

7 field. \ 

1 11. The method of claim 7 including: 

2 under control of the mvoked form control procedure, returning an indication 

3 whether to perform the standard behavior for the field to which the data is directed; and 

4 when the returned indication indicates to perform the standard behavior for the 

5 field, performing the standard behavior fonthe field to which the data is directed. 

1 12. A method in a computer system for performing custom processing for 

2 a field of a form, the method comprising: \ 

3 receiving an indication of the field;\ 

4 determining whether a custom behavior has been defined for the field; and 

5 when a custom behavior has been defined, 

6 performing the custom behavior for the field; and 

7 returning an indication that the custom behavior has been performed 

8 for the field so that a determination whether to performNa standard behavior can be made 

9 based on the performance of the custom behavior. \ 

1 13. The method of claim 12 wherein the returning of the indication further 

2 includes returning an indication whether to perform a standard behavior. 

1 14. The method of claim 12 wherein the form hasVa plurality of fields and 

2 the receiving includes receiving an indication of one of the plurality of Yields. 

1 15. The method of claim 12 wherein the receiving includes receiving an 

2 indication that the custom behavior is that custom behavior to be peirfbrmed prior to 

3 performing any standard behavior. \ 
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16. The>*fi5tftSd^^ claim 12 wherein the receiving includes receiving an 

2 indication that custom behavio?Si^th^ custom behavior to be performed after performing any 

3 standard behavior. 



17. The method of claim 12 wherein the receiving includes receiving an 



2 indication of data input to the^ld 



1 18. ,/lrieteiethod of claim 12 wherein the receiving includes receiving an 

2 indication of data to be disdwed in the field. 



1 19. A method in a computer system for displaying a form with a plurality 

2 of fields, the method comprising: 

3 for each of theSfields, 

4 invoking form control procedure passing an indication of the field, 

5 the form control procedure for optionally performing a custom behavior for the field prior to 

6 performing any standard behavior fordie field; 

7 receiving an indication from the form control procedure whether to 

8 perform a standard behavior for the field; 

9 when the received indication indicates to perform a standard behavior, 

10 performing the standard behavior for the field; and 

11 re-invoking the form contk)l procedure passing an indication of the 

12 field, the form control procedure for optionally pdl^forming a custom behavior for the field 

13 after performing any standard behavior for the field. 



1 20. T 

2 wherein the standard behavi 




of claim 19 wherein each field has a field type and 
;Ormedvis ba^ed on the field type of the field. 




21. The method of claim W inpaxding accessing a form data structure that 



2 includes a definition of each field a^ng with th\form control procedure. 



L 
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1 22. Thesjnethod of claim 21 including transporting the form data structure 

2 so that the form can be displayed on another computer system. 

1 23. The methoo. of claim 19 including when invoking the form control 

2 procedure indicating an event whiclm-iggered the processing. 

1 24. The method of claim 23 wherein the event is the display of the form. 

1 25. The method of clainr\23 wherein the event is input of data into the 

2 field. \ 

1 26. The method of claim 23 whetein the event is input of data into another 

2 field. \ 

1 27. The method of claim 19 including receiving data for each of the fields 

2 and transporting the received dam of the fields along with a form data structure that includes a 

3 description of each field 2^Tnqbiai&^^ form control procedure. 

1 28. The rrtelliod ofVlaim 19 wherein the form control procedure is 

2 computer code. Ns^ 

H 29. A comput^-readable medium containing instructions for causing a 

2 computer system to perform customsprocessing field of a form, by: 

3 for each field of the form, 

4 receiving an idenrification of the field; 

5 ^ determining whether a custom behavior has been defined for the 

6 identified field; and \ 

7 when a custom behavior^as been defined, 

8 performing the custtom behavior for the identified field; and 



• ■ m 

7 



9 retimiing an indication that the custom behavior has been 

10 performed for the identified field so that custom processing can be defined and performed for 

1 1 each field of the form. / 

1 30. The computer-readable medium of claim 29 wherein the retuming of 

2 the indication further includes retuming an indication whether to perform a standard behavior. 

1 31, The computer-readable medium of claim 29 wherein the receiving 

2 includes receiving an indication that the custom behavior is that custom behavior to be 

3 performed prior to performing anyXstandard behavior. 

1 32. The computer-rteadable medium of claim 29 wherein the receiving 

2 includes receiving an indication that custom behavior is that custom behavior to be performed 

3 after performing any standard behavior. \ 



1 33. A computer systenis^^^dis^^ a form with a plurality of fields, 

2 comprising: 

3 a first component for invoking a form control procedure passing an indication 

4 of one of the plurality of fields, the form contrm procedure for optionally performing a 

5 custom behavior for the indicated field prior to performing any standard behavior for the 

6 indicated field; \ 

7 a second component for receiving anXindication from the form control 

8 procedure whether to perform a standard behavior for tnte indicated field and performs the 

9 standard behavior for the indicated field based on the received indication; and 

10 a third component for invoking the form\control procedure passing an 

11 indication of the one of the plurality of fields, the form control procedure for optionally 

12 performing a custom behavior for the indicated field after perfoWing any standard behavior 

13 for the indicated field. \ 

1 34. The computer system of claim 33 wherein each field has a field type 

2 and wherein the standard behavior performed is based on the field type of the field. 
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1 35. 'Hie computer system of claim 33 including a component for accessing 

2 a form data structure tlmt includes a definition of each field along with the form control 

3 procedure. \ 

1 36. The computer system of claim 35 including a component for 

2 transporting the form data structure so that the form can be displayed on another computer 

3 system. \ 

1 37. The computer system of claim 33 including, when invoking the forms 

2 control procedure, indicating an evmit which triggered the invoking. 

1 38. A method in a opmputer system for generating a form data structure for 

2 a form, the method comprising: \ 

3 storing a form header containing a description of a window into which fields 

4 of the form are to be displ^r^S^ \ 

5 for each of^ pluralit Y^jgfYieltt, st oring a description of the field; and 

6 storing a form control propedm-e for receiving an indication of an event and for 

7 performing a custom behavior for one of the pW^Hty of fields based on the indicated event. 

1 39. The method of claim 38 wherein the form control procedure is further 

2 for retuming an indication as to whether a stancmrd behavior for the one of the plurality of 

3 fields is to be performed. \ 

1 40. The method of claim 38 wheBein the description of a field includes a 

2 field type and a location within the form for display oFthe field. 

1 41. The method of claim 38 wherein the form control procedure is for 

2 performing a custom behavior prior to performing any standard behavior. 



